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Fort Wayne Radio Club Spring 
Banquet 


Well, ladies and gentlemen, 
it’s that time of year again. 
Time for the Radio Club 
Spring Banquet. It will be 
on Friday, May 9, 2003 at 
the Good Shepherd United 
Methodist Church at 6:30 P.M. As in the 

past, it will be a carry-in, so please bring a covered dish to 
share. The club will provide, table service, napkins, coffee 
and lemonade. The entertainment will be the Major Chords, 
a delightful barber shop quartet. We have had them two Christ- 
mas parties and we all thoroughly enjoyed them. So, mark 
your calendars and start thinking of a great dish to bring. 

Carole, WB9RUS 


Indiana QSO Party May 3 


On Saturday May 3, from 1300Z to 0500Z 
(May 4) hams in Indiana will reach out to the 
rest of the world in the Indiana QSO Party. 
Beside trying for awards for fixed and mobile 
stations inside and outside Indiana, a lot of 
county hunters will be on the air trying to col- 
lect needed Indiana counties. 


For the first time, we expect to be able to hand out contacts from 
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all 92 counties. We even expect to have an aeronautical mo- 
bile!!! Since the MARAC CW county hunter contest and the 
New England QSO Party overlap with the Indiana QSO Party, 
expect a lot of activity on the bands. It would be great if Indiana 
stations would listen for MARAC and New England mobiles 
and work them whenever they change counties (just as we have 
asked them to listen for Indiana mobiles). You can even keep 
logs for MARAC and NEQP contacts and enter those contests 
as well. 


For more information on HF frequencies and operating plans, 
and logging software files, see the INQP web page at 
www.hdxcc.org/ingp. 


Plans are already underway for INQP 2004, when we’ll merge 
with the Indiana Buffalo Stampede to create even more Hoosier 
Hospitality with a special event station representing the Indiana 
Radio Club Council. That’s 2004.... But until then, please try to 
get on the air next weekend and make Indiana visible. If you 
don’t have HF operating privileges, consider working with an- 
other ham as a “multi-op” to put your county on the air. 


See you then? 


Hoosier DX and Contest Club 
Sponsors of the Indiana QSO Party 
Mel Crichton KJ9C 


Allen County HamNews is a monthly joint publication of the Fort Wayne 
Radio Club (P.O. Box 15127, Fort Wayne, IN) and the Allen County Ama- 
teur Radio Technical Society (P.O. Box 10342, Fort Wayne, IN). 


Please send any articles, corrections, for sale notices, etc. to the editor, 
Victor Guess, WB9UZA, wb9uza@arrl.net. Please put “for newsletter” 
in the subject line. Text should be plain ASCII, graphics should be JPEG 
or GIF. For those computer impaired: snail mail to 3311 Sanibel Drive, 
Fort Wayne, IN, 46815-4755. 


Deadline for June issue is 6/6/2003. 
Please do NOT send anything in all caps!! 


Internet Home Pages: 
Fort Wayne Radio Club: 
http://www.fortwayneradioclub.org 
ACARTS: 
http://www.acarts.com 
Ft Wayne DX Association: 
http://www.qsl.net/fwdxa/ 
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President’s Corner 


Can you believe that it is May al- 

ready. It’s time to check out the 

car and head to Dayton already. 

' And Field Day is only two 
months away! 

I would like to thank Carl, 

NONRO, for his excellent presen- 

tation on Fox-hunting at the April General meet- 

ing. As always Carl did an excellent job and the 

presentation was very informative. Don’t forget 

to join us for the next fox-hunt. We have a monthly 

opportunity to improve our fox-hunting skills so 

give it a try. 


Let’s take a look at club and amateur activities com- 
ing up over the next couple of months. First of all, 
it may take place before you read this, is the Fort 
Wayne Radio Club Port-A-Pit BBQ Chicken fund- 
raiser. We will be at the Good Shepherd United 
Methodist Church from 10:00 AM until 2:00 PM 
Saturday May 3rd. This should be a very success- 
ful fund-raiser. 


The following Friday, May 9th, is the Fort Wayne 
Radio Club Spring Banquet. We will start at 6:30 
PM at the Good Shepherd United Methodist 
Church. It will be a carry in dinner as we have 
done the past several years. The club will provide 
drinks and utensils. The entertainment will be the 
Major Chords. They have visited us several times 
in the past and have always been very popular. 
Don’t miss the fun. 


Of course the week after the Spring Banquet will 
be Dayton. Iam sure a lot of our members will be 
in Dayton some time during the weekend of May 
16-18th. “Dayton” says it all. 


For the month of June the FWRC board meeting 
will be Tuesday the 10th at 7:00 PM at the church. 
The general meeting will be Friday June 20th at 
7:30 PM. The subject will be Field Day. We will 
button down the last minute details and we will have 
a laptop at the meeting with our Field Day soft- 
ware. 
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Tam not sure the exact date but either two weeks or 
one week before Field Day will be the Diabetes 
Walk-a-thon. FWRC will provide communica- 
tion. We will have more details as we get closer to 
the date. 


Of course, the fourth full weekend in June is Field 
Day. We had an excellent Field Day last year and 
we will have just as much fun this year. We will 
again plan our QRP night at the Girl Scout camp 
Friday evening June 27th. We will start setting up 
by 8:00 AM Saturday morning at the same loca- 
tion on the grounds of the Girl Scout camp as last 
year. At 1:00 PM we will start our 24 hours on the 
air. We had one of the best scores in Indiana last 
year and a lot of fun in the process. Come join us 
as we have a great time again this year. We will 
plan on the Hog Roast Saturday evening as always. 


That is about all Ihave room to write this time. As 
you can see we have a lot of activities going right 


now. Make sure you are part of the fun. 


Tom / N9TB 


Next Meeting: 


Spring Banquet 
Fri, May 9, 2003, 6:30 PM 


ance Ave’ 
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FWRC April Minutes 


11 April 2003 


i 


The April 2003 meeting of the Fort Wayne Radio Club 
was held at the Good Shepherd United Methodist Church 
with President Tom Baker as the host. There were about 
30 persons present. 


OLD BUSINESS: 


The minutes from the March meeting were read and there 
were no corrections. The Secretary thanked FWRC VP 
Steve Nardin for capturing these meeting minutes during 
the March meeting while the Secretary was out of town. 


Treasurer Bob Streeter provided a status of club finances 
as follows: As of 11 April 2003 the club had a year-to- 
date income of $1,475.84 and expenses of $366.10. It’s 
assets included $78.50 in cash and $7,275.41 in Cashing/ 
Checking. And as of this date the club had no outstand- 
ing debts. 


NEW BUSINESS: 


Tom Baker noted that the club fund raising event, the 
Port-A-Pit Chicken Drive-Thru, would be held on Satur- 
day, May 3 on the north side of the Good Shepherd United 
Methodist Church parking lot from 10:00 AM to 2:00 
PM. The club has committed to obtaining 600 chicken 
halves from the supplier for sale during the drive-thru. 
Club members are being solicited to sign up to help dur- 
ing this event. 


Rich Andrew reported that he had obtained a commit- 
ment for the Girl Scout Camp management for the Girl 
Scout Lodge for Field Day. The Girl Scout management 
had offered the Lodge at $100.00 per night, and the Cabin 
for $275.00 per night. It was recommended that we go 
with the Lodge only. As this represented an expense of 
$200.00 on the part of the Club it was necessary to take a 
vote on the commitment. Clint Stedge motioned that we 
vote on the expenditure and Carl Rittenhouse seconded 
the motion. A vote was taken and passed, and thus it was 
decided that the club would rent the Girl Scout Lodge 
only for Field Day at an expense of $200.00 to the club. 


Steve Nardin reported that the club Field Day trailer was 
temporarily relocated to his house to undergo a refurbish- 
ment of the power distribution system. Now the system 
includes a single power distribution circuit breaker panel 
that will distribute power to various field day stations via 
lightweight but appropriately sized extension cables. This 
significantly reduced the amount of material that had pre- 
viously been stored in the trailer. Several steel towers no 
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longer needed were sold (they are replaced by aluminum 
pop-ups), and a5 element 6 meter beam was added to the 
Field Day equipment collection via a donation from Steve. 


Carole Burke announced that the Spring Banquet is sched- 
uled for 9 May at the Good Shepherd United Methodist 
Church site and will include the Major Cords as the en- 
tertainment. The food will be a carry-in as in the past. 


Al Bowman noted that the Boy Scouts had scheduled a 
Camporee the 3rd full weekend in October that will at- 
tract a large number of scouts. This would give the club 
another opportunity to provide a ham radio setup during 
the Camporee to expose these young men to the fun of 
the hobby. 


Steve Nardin reported that the club sponsored Code-N- 
Theory classes had completed and that the results were 
very good. Attendance had been significant and consis- 
tent throughout the course and it resulted in five new Tech 
licenses, three upgrades to General, and one upgrade to 
Extra. The next session is planned to occur in the Fall. 


Following the Business Meeting the 50-50 raffle was 
conducted. The $15.00 pot was split between the Club 
treasury and winner Lou Motz, KB9MJM. 


Following the 50-50 raffle and a donut and coffee break, 
Carl Rittenhouse presented a presentation on Fox Hunt- 


ing. 


Respectfully submitted, 


Al Burke, WB9SSE 
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President’s Message 


Last month was our Spring 
g Banquet. We had a turnout of 
fi 25, which included members 
and guests. For those who 
were unable to attend, you 
missed a lot of good food and 
friendship. The program for 
this month will be a travelog of Australia . It 
will be given by Don, WB8HQS. Don and his 
wife Mary, KB9BNP, traveled to the land down 
under last November. I have seen some of the 
pictures that Don took, and they were very good 
and interesting. If you wondered what it looks 
like down there, come to the meeting and see 
his presentation. 


Some of our local hams participated in the Rally 
for America that was held in Auburn a few weeks 
ago. The event went very well, and we got a lot 
of media coverage about it. The Special Event 
Station impressed national talk show host Glenn 
Beck so much, that he asked Emery McClendon, 
KB9IBW to organize a similar setup for the last 
rally. That rally will be held in West Virginia on 
Memorial Day weekend. This should give Ham 
Radio some national exposure, as well as some 
recognition for Northeast Indiana. Well done to 
all who helped on the local rally, and good luck 
to those who are planning on going to the West 
Virginia rally. 


Ihave heard some good reports from some hams 
who went to the Advanced Spotter Training. 
They said that the people who gave the presen- 
tations really knew their stuff, and delivered 
much information. The month of July is still 
some time away, but I would like some ideas 
for a field trip. We usually go somewhere in 
place of a regular meeting. To have it on the 
meeting night it will have to be someplace lo- 
cal. A trip to the NWS at North Webster would 
have to be done on a Saturday. So let me know 
what you may be interested in seeing so we can 
start the planning process. Well that’s all for this 
month. 


73, 
Vic, KAOLTV 


WSINX/R 


Meeting Schedule 


All meetings are at 7:30 PM at Turnstone 
unless otherwise noted. 


ACARTS General Meeting: Tue, 5/20/2003 
Program: Austrailian Travelog, WB8HQS 
Board Meeting: 5/13/2003 


All members are encouraged to attend. 


Tech Committee: no meeting this month 
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April ACARTS Board 

Meeting Minutes 

The meeting was called to order by 
Vic, KAOLTV. 


Vic announced that the plans for the Spring Ban- 
quet at Ryan’s on April 15 are finalized. He stated 
that Don, WB8HQS will present his travelogue on 
his recent trip to Australia and New Zealand as the 
program for the May general meeting. He also said 
that we are still waiting for Turnstone to drill a hole 
in the wall for the coax at the new club station lo- 
cation in the building. 


Jim, KB9HI, stated that the ARRL has finally ap- 
proved the hamfest as the Indiana State Conven- 
tion for 2003. The application for 2004 has been 
submitted. Hamfest flyers are being printed. 


Emery, KB9IBW, gave a report on the special events 
station that was active at the Rally for America that 
was recently held in Auburn. He talked about the 
plans for the station at the National Rally for 
America to be held in Huntington, WV, on May 24, 
2003. Howard, N9ADS made a motion for the club 
to provide $150.00 to held cover Emery’s travel 
expenses. The motion was seconded by Vic, 
WB9UZA, and passed by a voice vote. 


The meeting was adjourned at 8:00 p.m.. 


Submitted by Dave Lindquist, W9LKH 


Job listing - Wanted: ACARTS Activities Manager 


Wanted: Activities Manager: 

Coordinate the social and non- 
technical events of the organiza- 
tion, provide for presentation of 
programs at each regular meeting, 
coordinate activities which pro- 


vide assistance to persons desir- 
ing an Amateur Radio license, co- 
ordinate non-emergency public 
service communications, estab- 
lish committees as needed to 
carry out the above activities. 
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National Rally for 
America 


Hello: I hope everyone is enjoying Spring. It 
sure is nice to have the warm weather return. 


The National Rally for America has been moved to Hun- 
tington, WV. It will be held at Marshall University at 3:00 
p.m. on 5/24/03. It is slated to be very big and a lot of 
great activities, and guests are lined up. Ham Radio will 
again receive great attention as I will be going to head up 
the Special Event Station, with Washington DC Clubs 
joining and possible help from the Huntington Club. Our 
focus will be on Europe, and the Pacific Military Bases. 


The Rally will feature a live video feed into the Middle 
East so Ham Radio will focus elsewhere to avoid con- 
flicts. They are excited about what Ham Radio can do for 
the Rally. We will work 20 m, VHF, and APRS Packet. 
There may also be stations on 17, 10 and 40 m if the 
bands permit. Look for us on those bands and make con- 
tact. 


Thanks to ACARTS for sponsorship. 
73 to all and good DX. 


Sincerely; 
Emery / KB9IBW 


SB 109 Headed To Gov. O’Bannon 


from The ARRL Letter — “A stunning reversal of fortune” 
is how ARRL Central Division Director Dick Isely, 
WO9GIG, described the passage of Indiana’s bill, SB 109, 
which at one point had been shelved in committee. ARRL 
Indiana Section Manager Jim Sellers, K9ZBM, and oth- 
ers convinced lawmakers to resurrect SB 109. Isely and 
Sellers credited the efforts of former ARRL State Gov- 
ernment Liaison Dave Spoelstra, NOKT, in the success- 
ful passage of SB 109. “He was able to provide Jim Sell- 
ers and me with a lot of valuable insight into the various 
legislative moves,” Isely said. 


Favorably voted out of committee, the measure went on 
to pass the Indiana House of Representatives April 14 on 
a 97-2 vote but without the 75-foot minimum regulatory 
antenna structure height the Senate version of the bill had 
contained. A House-Senate conference committee, con- 
vened to iron out the differences, left out the 75-foot mini- 
mum, and the Senate passed the stripped-down measure 
ona 39-9 roll-call vote. SB 109 now goes to Indiana Gov 
Frank O’ Bannon. If he signs the measure, it will become 
effective July 1. 
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It’s only a 
Dipole! 
James Wolf, KR9U 


I was at my brother’s 
home looking at the tall 
trees behind his house. “Great place to put 
wires,” I commented. “Huh?” was the reply. 
“How tall are they?” I asked. “Well, I guess at 
least 100 feet or so.” My brother has no interest 
whatsoever in amateur radio, and probably 
never will, but he sure could put up some fan- 
tastic wire antennas in those trees. 


Years ago, I was in QSO with a west coast sta- 
tion that participated in their Field Day club ac- 
tivity. I forget the call letters of the club sta- 
tion, but for many years they outscored the 
FWRC in the 4A class, keeping us in second or 
third place. They were using dipoles at 100 feet 
and we were using tri-banders at 50 and 60 feet. 


About that same time I had done some rough 
near field measurements with my TH6DXX six 
element tri-band antenna. To my amazement, I 
found that at the low end of the 20 meter band, 
the antenna has about the same amount of for- 
ward gain as a 

dipole. The 

peak gain was 

fairly sharp and 7 
compromise) “srr 
was certainly 

part of the de- 
sign. Those an- | 
tennas were de- | 
signed back | 
when there 
were no com- 
puter programs 
to analyze the 
outcome of a 
design before you built it. The point is that a 
dipole is a pretty good antenna, and if you have 
trees that are 50 foot or higher, so much the 
better. 
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The dipole antenna is a balanced antenna with 
two quarter-wavelength radiators, making the 


Eran (M1 ie) 


A Simple Dipole Antenna 
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overall length approximately a half wavelength 
long. See the accompanying figure. The physi- 
cal length of a dipole is about 5% shorter than a 
dipole in free space because of the capacitance 
effect of the end insulators. The formula that 
takes into account this capacitance effect is 


Length (in feet) = 468 divided by the frequency 
(in MHz) 


You may need to trim the antenna somewhat to 
achieve resonance, or minimum VSWR, within 
the band of interest. Dipoles can be hung down 
from the top of a tree or tower to give a verti- 
cally polarized signal that needs no ground. You 
can pull the end out away from the tower or tree 
or use inductors to shorten the dipole so it fits 
in smaller places. If you plan to put up a dipole, 
take a look at the ARRL Handbook or the ARRL 
Antenna Book for more details and ideas. 


Some other variations of the dipole are not quite 
so obvious. For instance, if you have a tri-band 
antenna that has grounded parasitic elements, 
you can load the boom for 40 meters. This is 
somewhat more difficult than a simple wire, but 
it works very well because the elements act as 
capacity hats. 18 foot or longer booms are pre- 
ferred. 
a For those of you 
. who live in an- 
nem Mppet tenna-restricted 
areas, a dipole 
can usually be 
hidden or dis- 
guised so that no 
one knows it is 
there. The most 
notable contact I 
have heard on a 
dipole was by 
my neighbor, 
K9VFE, who had a QSO with Colorado using 
E-skip propagation with only 10 watts feeding 
a dipole about 5 foot high that was taped to a 
window. Now normally that’s not all that diffi- 
cult, but this QSO was on 144 MHz. Head out- 
side and take a look around. Now where can I 
put that dipole? 
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Ham Radio “CC&R Bill” Reintroduced In 
Congress 


from The ARRL Letter — Another Con- 
gressional attempt is under way to pro- 
vide relief to amateurs prevented by pri- 
vate deed covenants, conditions and re- 
strictions (CC&Rs) from installing out- 
door antennas. Rep Steve Israel (D-NY) 
has again introduced the “Amateur Ra- 
dio Emergency Communications Con- 
sistency Act’ into the current session of Congress. The 
measure, designated HR 1478, would require private 
land-use regulators such as homeowners’ associations 
to “reasonably accommodate” Amateur Radio antennas 
consistent with the PRB-1 limited federal preemption. 
PRB-1 now applies only to states and municipalities. 


In remarks introducing HR 1478, Israel said passage of 
his bill not only would assist Amateur Radio operators 
but society as a whole. “Organized Amateur Radio op- 
erators—or “hams”—regularly provide emergency com- 
munication when regular communications channels are 
disrupted by disaster,’ Israel pointed out. The growth of 
developed communities has put a growing number of 
hams under an “array of inconsistent regulations,” he 
said, that make it harder and harder—or altogether im- 
possible—to erect the necessary antennas. 


“Not allowing hams the equipment they need could re- 
strict communication to the local community in similar 
situations in the future.” Israel said his bill “seeks to en- 
sure the continued viability of Amateur Radio through 
consistent application of federal regulations.” 


The one-sentence measure is identical to the text of the 
CC&R bill that was introduced in the last Congress: “For 
purposes of the Federal Communications Commission’s 
regulation relating to station antenna structures in the 
Amateur Radio Service (47 CFR 97.15), any private land 
use rules applicable to such structures shall be treated as 
a state or local regulation and shall be subject to the same 
requirements and limitations as a state or local regula- 
tion.” 


HR 1478 has bipartisan support. Leading the list of 13 
initial cosponsors for the measure are Reps Greg Walden, 
WB70OCE, (R-OR) and Mike Ross, WDSDVR, (D- 
AR)—believed to be the only Amateur Radio licensees 
in Congress. Joining them are representatives Tammy 
Baldwin (D-WD), Roscoe Bartlett (R-MD), Marion Berry 
(D-AR), Rick Boucher (D-VA), Jo Ann Davis (R-VA), 
Ralph Hall (D-TX), Carolyn McCarthy (D-NY), Michael 
McNulty (D-NY), Dennis Moore (D-KS), Charles Tay- 
lor (R-NC) and Patrick Tiberi (R-OH). 
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ARRL President Jim Haynie, W5JBP, said he was happy 
to see the bill back before Congress. “Of course I am 
very pleased that Rep Israel has reintroduced the bill,” 
Haynie said. “The League can do the mechanics, but it 
is now up to our members to write their elected repre- 
sentative and urge support and ask that they cosponsor 
and support the bill.’ Haynie noted that the League has 
recently ramped up its efforts to educate members of 
Congress about Amateur Radio, but he said lawmakers 
respond best to individual members. 


HR 1478 has been assigned to the House Energy and 
Commerce Committee. Information about the bill and a 
sample letter to use when contacting your representa- 
tive are available on the ARRL Web site <http:// 
www.arrl.org/govrelations/hr1478/>. 


eSpotter 


The National Weather Service (NWS) is pleased 
to introduce a new way to receive trained spotters’ 
vital severe weather reports in real-time, right from 
your PC via the Internet. The program, “eSpotter’, 
is a direct link to NWS meteorologists, and can be 
monitored by the meteorologists during significant 
weather events. When an eSpotter report comes in from 
a trained spotter, NWS forecasters are alerted on both 
the eSpotter webpage and also on the NWS’s primary 
computer system from which warnings and forecasts are 
issued. 


If you have attended an official NWS-sponsored spotter 
training session within the past three years, or if you are 
an Emergency Manager, you are eligible to use eSpotter. 
It can be found at http://www.crh.noaa.gov/espotter/. 
Once at that page, click on “Request access to the sys- 
tem here!”’...or go directly to http://www.crh.noaa.gov/ 
espotter/register/. 


If you have any questions, feel free to e-mail us at 
iwx.skywarn @ noaa.gov, or call our Warning Coordina- 
tion Meteorologist, Steve Eddy, at 574-834-1104 ext726. 


Thank you for your continued assistance in keeping the 
people of northern Indiana, northwest Ohio, and extreme 
southern Michigan safe and informed during severe 
weather. 


Sincerely, 


National Weather Service, Northern Indiana 


SKYWARN 


“Broadband Over Power Line” 
Poses HF Interference Threat 


The FCC soon will invite public comment on the 
concept of using existing electrical power lines to 
deliver Internet and broadband service to homes and 
offices. The Commission initiated a Notice of Inquiry 
(NOD) in ET Docket 03-104 when it met April 23. What 
the FCC calls “Broadband over Power Line” (BPL) is a 
form of carrier-current technology typically known as 
power line communication (PLC). Whatever its name, 
the technology is raising serious interference concerns 
within the Amateur Radio community, since BPL would 
apply high-frequency RF to parts of the power grid. One 
aspect of the NOI is to gather information on potential 
interference effects on authorized spectrum users. 


“Entire communities will be affected, so every amateur 
in that community could have part of the radiating sys- 
tem ‘next door’ on the power wiring on his or her street,” 
cautioned ARRL Lab Supervisor Ed Hare, W1RFI. Hare 
chairs the PLC Work Group of the IEEE C63 Accredited 
Standards Committee on Electromagnetic Compatibility 
<http://c63.ieee.org/>. 


The complete NOI has not yet been released, and until 
that happens, the FCC will not formally accept comments 
in the proceeding. The ARRL will be among those ex- 
pected to submit detailed comments in ET 03-104. 


So-called “access BPL” would use medium-voltage (1 
kV to 40 kV) power lines to deliver Internet and broad- 
band applications. Hare says access BPL is likely to be a 
more significant interference source than in-building PLC 
technology “because overhead electrical wiring is amuch 
better antenna than the electrical wiring within a build- 
ing.” 


ARRL CEO David Sumner, K1ZZ, editorialized on the 
subject of PLC in “It Seems to Us . . .” in the October 
issue of 2002 QST. “Is it possible to do power line com- 
munications without causing interference to over-the-air 
communications?” Sumner asked. “Count us among the 
skeptics. What may be a fine transmission line at 60 Hz 
looks more like an antenna at HF.” Hare said his own 
computer analyses of interference potential from access 
BPL/PLC suggest “a significant increase in noise levels” 
from deployed systems. 


The FCC appears enthusiastic about BPL, however, say- 
ing it has the potential to “provide consumers with the 
freedom to access broadband services from any room in 
the house without adding or paying for additional con- 
nections.” The Commission also touted BPL as “a com- 
petitive alternative to digital subscriber line and cable 
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modem services.” 


New digital power line designs use multiple carriers 
spread over a wide frequency range—from 2 MHz up to 
80 MHz—and capable of high data rates—up to 20 MB/ 
s, the FCC said. 


In addition to viewpoints on interference potential, the 
FCC also has requested comments on the current state of 
high-speed BPL technology, test results from BPL ex- 
perimental sites, appropriate measurement procedure for 
testing emission characteristics for all types of carrier- 
current systems, changes that may be needed in Part 15 
technical rules, and the equipment approval process to 
foster the development of BPL. 


Tests of BPL are under way in several states, including 
Alabama, Maryland, Missouri, New York, Ohio, Penn- 
sylvania and Virginia. Hare says ARRL Lab personnel 
will visit some of the test cities this spring to take field 
measurements to quantify the potential for interference 
to Amateur Radio operations. 


BPL/PLC technology already has been deployed in some 
European countries, and amateurs there have complained 
about interference. Japan—responding in part to concerns 
expressed by its amateur community—decided last year 
not to adopt the technology because of its interference 
potential. 


Communications Subcom- 
mittee Chair Cosponsors 
Spectrum Protection Act 


from The ARRL Letter — The chair- 
man of the Senate Communications 
Subcommittee, Montana Republi- 
can Conrad Burns, has signed on as a cosponsor 
of the Amateur Radio Spectrum Protection Act, 
Senate Bill 537. The commitment by Burns, the 
expected architect of the Senate’s spectrum man- 
agement legislation, indicates that the measure— 
an ARRL initiative on its third attempt in Con- 
gress—now has his attention. Burns’ cosponsor- 
ship also could convince others to follow suit. 


The Amateur Radio Spectrum Protection Act of 
2003 has been introduced in both chambers of 
Congress. Florida Rep Michael Bilirakis filed the 
House version of the bill, HR 713, on February 
12, while Idaho Sen Michael Crapo introduced the 
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Senate version, S 537, on March 6. 


The legislation would amend the Communications 
Act to require the FCC to provide “equivalent re- 
placement spectrum” to Amateur Radio and the 
Amateur-Satellite Service in the event of a real- 
location of primary amateur allocations, any re- 
duction in secondary amateur allocations, or ad- 
ditional allocations within such bands that would 
substantially reduce their utility to amateurs. 
Bilirakis and Crapo, both Republicans, have twice 
before sponsored similar legislation at the 
League’s recommendation. 


The bills point out Amateur Radio’s volunteer role 
in providing emergency communication “before, 
during, and after floods, hurricanes, tornadoes, 
forest fires, earthquakes, blizzards, train accidents, 
chemical spills, and other disasters.” They also 
note that FCC actions “have resulted in the loss 
of at least 107 MHz of spectrum to radio ama- 
teurs.” 


A Billings, Montana, amateur with a professional 
and personal relationship with Burns—ARRL 
member Terry Whiteside, W7 WW W—was instru- 
mental in calling the senator’s attention to the 
measure. A transportation attorney, Whiteside 
called the Amateur Radio Spectrum Protection Act 
“a natural” for inclusion in spectrum management 
and reform legislation expected to come out of 
this session of Congress. 


ARRL President Jim Haynie, W5JBP, has encour- 
aged League members to urge their senators and 
representatives and to cosponsor the bills. 
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W9EAB Estate Sale 


This is the list of items from the es- 
tate of John Taylor, W9EAB that Jim § 
Pliett proposes to offer out of his tail- 
gate at the Port-a-Chicken event. 


AEA DSP multi mode processor. 

IC 207 H 144/432 40 W Transceiver 
MFJ Deluxe Versa Tuner I (MFJ-949E) 
Alnico HF XCVR (DX70) 

Alnico 12 VDC Power supply (DM-1350) 
Genave GTX-600 144 MHz fm Transceiver 
Heath kit SB-614 

Ramsey keyer, Vibroplex Paddles (26094) 
Radio Shack HTX212 144 MHz XCVR. 


All equipment appears to be in excellent shape and pre- 
sumed to be in good working order. 


Cosponsorhip lends support to legislation while 
it’s in committee. The House bill has been referred 
to the Subcommittee on Telecommunications and 
the Internet; the Senate bill will be considered by 
the Commerce, Science, and Transportation Com- 
mittee. “Letters and e-mails are the key to getting 
legislation passed,” Haynie says. So far, there are 
three Senate and 15 House cosponsors. 


A sample letter is available on the ARRL Web site 
<http://www.arrl.org/govrelations/arspa.html>. 
Those writing their lawmakers are asked to copy 
their correspondence to the League via e-mail 
<specbill03 @arrl.org>. The text of HR 713 and S 
537 is available via the Thomas Web site <http:// 
thomas.loc.gov/>. 


Regional Hamfests 


Date Location 


Contact Phone 


URL or E-mail 


16-18 May 2003 Dayton, OH 


http://www.hamvention.org/ 


25 May 2003 Chicago, IL 773-908-5331 
8 Jun 2003 Wabash Hamfest 260-569-1191 
15 June 2003 Crown Point, IN 219-662-0594 
15 June 2003 Monroe, MI 734-242-9487 

Aug 2003 Columbus, OH 614-846-7790 
10 Aug 2003 Greentown, IN 765-668-4814 


http://www.chicagoarc.com 
jknetro@kconline.com 
http://www.gqs|.net/w9lj/index.html 
http://merca.org/hamfest.htm 
http://www.gqs| net/w8fez 
http://www.grantarc.com/greentown.html 


For more complete information go to http://www.acarts.com/hamfests.htm or http://www.arrl.org/hamfests.html#listing 


Test Points 


03-May-2003 

Sponsor: FORT WAYNE VE TEAM 
Time: 9:00 AM (Walk-ins allowed) 
Contact: WILLIAM C HALL 
(260)485-3995 

Email: WD9HIT@ ARRL.NET 
VEC: WS5YI VEC 


Location: 

FORT WAYNE/ALLEN CTY PUB LIB 
6600 E STATE BLVD 
GEORGETOWN BRANCH 

FORT WAYNE, IN 46815 


13-May-2003 

Sponsor: LAND OF LAKES ARC (K9HD) 
Time: 6:00 PM (Walk-ins allowed) 
Contact: GENE A DIEHL 

(260)495-5715 

Email: NS9LCF@LOCL.NET 

VEC: ARRL/VEC 

Location: PLEASANT LAKE FIRE DEPT 
PLEASANT LAKE, IN 46779 


24-May-2003 

Sponsor: UNSPONSORED 
Time: 2:00 PM (No walk-ins) 
Contact: ROBERT E HIGH 
(419)795-5763 

VEC: ARRL/VEC 

Location: EMA BLDG 

1220 LINCOLN HIGHWAY 
VAN WERT, OH 45891 


31-May-2003 

Sponsor: W5 YI-VEC — WHITLEY COUNTY ARC 
Time: 9:00 AM (Walk-ins allowed) 
Contact: ROGER L MC ENTARFER 
(219)691-3009 

Email: NSQCL@ ARRL.NET 

VEC: W5YI VEC 

Location: 

BASEMENT MEETING ROOM 

101 W MARKET ST - SUITE C 
WHITLEY COUNTY JAIL 
COLUMBIA CITY, IN 46725 


10-Jul-2003 

Sponsor: GOSHEN ARC 

Time: 7:00 PM (Walk-ins allowed) 

Contact: LYLE L LONG 

(574)875-8455 

VEC: ARRL/VEC 

Location: GREENCROFT RETIREMENT CENTER 
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HOMAN BUILDING 
GREENCROFT BLVD 
GREENCROFT RETIREMENT CTR 
GOSHEN, IN 46525 


20-Jul-2003 

Sponsor: UNSPONSORED 

Time: 9:00 AM (No walk-ins) 

Contact: ROBERT E HIGH 

(419)795-5763 

VEC: ARRL/VEC 

Location: VAN WERT COUNTY FAIRGROUNDS 
FAIR BOARD OFFICE 

1055 S WASHINGTON ST 

VAN WERT, OH 45891 


26-Jul-2003 

Sponsor: W5 YI- VEC — WHITLEY COUNTY ARC 
Time: 9:00 AM (Walk-ins allowed) 
Contact: ROGER L MC ENTARFER 
(219)691-3009 

Email: NSQCL@ARRL.NET 

VEC: WSYI VEC 

Location: 

BASEMENT MEETING ROOM 

101 W MARKET ST - SUITE C 
WHITLEY COUNTY JAIL 
COLUMBIA CITY, IN 46725 


02-Aug-2003 

Sponsor: FORT WAYNE VE TEAM 
Time: 9:00 AM (Walk-ins allowed) 
Contact: WILLIAM C HALL 
(260)485-3995 

Email: WD9HIT@ ARRL.NET 
VEC: WSYI VEC 

Location: 

FORT WAYNE/ALLEN CTY PUB LIB 
6600 E STATE BLVD 
GEORGETOWN BRANCH 

FORT WAYNE, IN 46815 


For more information see 
<http://www.arrl.org/arrlvec/examsearch.phtm1>. 


ECHO LINK Info 


ECHO LINK NODE: 
maintained by: KB9RLW 
Simplex Frequency: 145.700 FM only 
Node number: 16686 
Random connection: dial “O00” 
Hang up or disconnect: dial “#” 
Identify: dial “*” 
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Membership Application for 7 FWRC - and/or - 1 ACARTS 


Name: 
Street address: 
State: ZIP : 


Email address: 


Phone #: ( ) 


Call sign: 


License class: 
City: 

Unlisted? 0 Yes 
ARRL Member? 1 Yes 


May we list your name, call & email address in our membership roster and on our club web site? O Yes 0 No 


Both clubs now offer this newsletter as a downloadable (Adobe Acrobat) PDF file, in lieu of a paper copy sent through the 
mail. For FWRC a mailed paper newsletter is a $6.00/yr. premium. 


How would you like your newsletter delivered? 


0 by snail mail 0 download from web site. 


Fort Wayne Radio Club Dues 
Regular membership OF $15.00 / year 


Family membership ! OF $21.00/ year 
Student membership ? OF $6.00 / year 
Associate membership * OF $15.00/ year 
Mailed newsletter OF $6.00 / year 


(Memberships for Jul - Dec are 1/2 the stated amounts.) 


A.C.A.R.T.S. Dues 
Regular membership OF $12.00/ year 


Additional family members ! OF $6.00 / year 
Student membership ? OF $6.00 / year 


OO $6.00 / year 


(New Regular memberships are $1/month) 


Associate membership * 


1. Please list all names and calls on an attached sheet. 
2. K-12 or full time student 


3. unlicensed member 
4. 9 digit ZIP code required for US bulk mail 


Please attach a check (number ) for the appropriate amount and bring to a club meeting or mail to: 


Fort Wayne Radio Club 
PO Box 15127 
Fort Wayne, IN 46885 


A.C.A.R.TS. 
PO Box 10342 
Fort Wayne, IN 46851 


For dual membership, fill out both sides and send 2 checks to either club. Payment by check is strongly encouraged! 


ACARTS Voice Repeaters 


146.880 (-) General use / Skywarn priority 
147.255 (+) General use / Autopatch priority 
443.800 (+) General use 


(All repeaters have autopatch, but 88 has only speed dial emergency #’s.) 


ACARTS Digital Repeaters (digipeaters) 


144,390 (s) APRS - wide 
145.010 (s) General use, NETROM (FWA) - wide 
223.660 (s) BBS use ONLY NETROM (FWA220) - wide 


Fort Wayne Radio Club Repeaters 


Voice: 146.76(-) | General use 
146.94 (-) | General use with autopatch 
146.91 (-) | Autopatch only 
444.875 (+) General use 
ATV: 439.25 In, 910.250 Out, 144.340 Audio & control 


Area Traffic Nets 


(please submit any changes or corrections to the editor) 


IMO: meets nightly at 6:30 p.m. (2330 UTC) on 146.88 
Auburn: meets Mon., Tue., Wed., Thur., Fri., & Sat. at 6 p.m. 
(2300 UTC) on 147.36(+) 


21 Repeater Group: meets each Wednesday at 9 p.m. (0200 
UTC) on 147.150 


Helping Hands Net: Mondays @ 9:00 p.m. 146.94(-) 


Miscellaneous Nets 
Huntington ARES: Saturday at 8:00 p.m. (0100 UTC) on 
146.685 


Whitley Co. / ARES: Wednesdays at 7:15 p.m. (0015 UTC) 
on 145.270 (Note 131.8 PL disabled for all nets) 


Whitley Co. Sunday: Sundays at 7:45 p.m. (0045 UTC) on 
444.550 +. (The 146.460 simplex crossbanding from 
both nets has been dropped.) 


Six Meter AM net (informal): Every Saturday night at 7:00 
p.m. and Sunday at 8:30 p.m. on 50.580 MHz. 
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Time 


5/3/03 10 AM - 2 PM 
5/9/03 6:30 PM 
5/13/03, 7:30 PM 
5/20/03. = 7:30 PM 
6/6/03 

6/10/03 7:00 PM 
6/10/03. 7:30 PM 
6/17/03 7:30 PM 
6/20/03 7:30 PM 
6/28-29/03 

7/4/03 


TO: 


Event 


FWRC Chicken Sale 

FWRC Spring Banquet 
ACARTS board meeting 
ACARTS general meeting 
deadline for June ACHN items 
FWRC board meeting 
ACARTS board meeting 
ACARTS general meeting 
FWRC general meeting 

Field Day 

deadline for July ACHN items 


Turnstone Center 
Turnstone Center 


GSUMC 
Turnstone Center 
Turnstone Center 
GSUMC 


